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Bangladesh: Innovation for Universal Health Coverage

Published: November 22, 2013

Executive Summary

Bangladesh, the eighth most populous country in the world with about 153 million people, has recently
been applauded as an exceptional health performer. Improvements in the survival of infants and
children under 5 years of age, life expactancy, immunisation coverage, and tuberculosis control in
Bangladesh are part of 2 remarkable success story for health in the South Asian country. This is despite
low spending on health care, a weak health system, and widespread poverty. But the nation still faces
considerable problems, including deep poverty and malnutrition, and this is being exacerbated by an
evolving set of 21st-century challenges. The six-part Series takes a comprehensive look at one of the
"great mysteries of global health', investigating a story not enly of "unusual success” but also the
challenges that lie ahead as Bangladesh moves towards universal health coverage.
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Bangladesh, the eighth most populous country in the world with about
153 million people, has recently been applauded as an exceptional health
performer. Improvements in the survival of infants and children under 5
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